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A PREJlATl'ItE OBSEaUY.
"Farsivoll to the primary,'.' declalttis

thn Danvllle Register. Farewcll to that
plan wlilch was "folstcd upon the State
by certaln opponents of Senator Thomas
F. Martin, wlio helleved that by means

cf lt thoy could accompllah thelr clfer-
ilshed deslre." "And." concludes the
Roglstcr. "after the Roanoko convention
!r little grave will be left, ln whlch wlll
bo lnterred tho prlmnry plan, and ovor

lt wlll be raised a little stone Inscrlbed,
'Hlc Jacet Primary; Slaln by Its
Frlend?. Requlescat in Pace.' " Thls
.would be dlstrcsslrrg to tho supporters
or honest electlons and real Democracy
lf lt were true, but the melnncholy nu-

gurles of tho Danvlllo Register carry
no chlll of terror to those who know
tlio temper of the people.
Hear now tho volco of the State.
Says the Franklln Tldewater News:

''Tlie primary Is so closely alllod to tho

principle of general electlons tliat lt
the primary is wrong, the elections are.

too. Laws for properly conducting tho

primary have not heen made by the

Domocratic party, and the obnoxious

ffatures of the primary system have
heen brought about more by the failure
of party leaders to provlde such laws

than through any lnherent Injustlce at
selectinff candidates by the. primary
system."
And tho Bucklngham Times com-

tnents: "If not the primary, then what:

Tliere must be some way of selectlng
candidates. Is the old convention sys¬

tem an Improvement"! If falrly and

honestly conducted thls plan mlght do;
and has it come to thls, the Democrats

can't tote fair and be honest wlth each

other? If so, then let us adopt tlio

riayer of the sheriffs, and from anxious

hearts say: 'God save the Common-

rwealth;' "

While many moro of fcjio State papers

uphoia and applaud tlio primary as the

best system yet devised under our in-

stiiutlous for recordlng the wlll of the

people. Belng a human system, the

primary lias lts objectlons. Those most

frequcntly .urged are tho hlgh cost and

the peroetuatlon of tho rlng rule.
As to the former, it has never been

shown that the primary is necessarlly
more costly than nomlnation by con-

.vcntlon, anrt If lt were. it is undenlably
n much fairer -vay of, determlning the

real wish of tlie Voters.a conslderatlon
that ls worth some 'outlay. The office:

7 holdlng trust bugaboo ls a phantom
conjurcd from the bralns of thoso who

c:ther thlnk they see "trusts" lurklng
behind each bush or who know hy
bittcr experience that "offlce-holdlng"
cc-ases to be a private perqulstte whon

preclnct polltlcs and retty bosses are

ewept out by the popular wlll as ex-

pressed ln honost primarles.

STEEL TRIST AND LAWS OF
TRADIS.

AVhen times were dull and business
exceedlngly slaclt from 1S93 to 1890,

the American steel anrl iron manu¬

facturers met the condltlons by de-
''
voloping an enormous export trade,

which helped to turn the balanee ln

favor of America, and actually gave
employment to thousands who other¬
wlse would have remalned Idle. From

3S93 to 1S99 the Iron and steel manu¬

facturers of America acted In accord¬
ance with tho natural laws ot supply
and demand.
But a change has come. From 1901

to Ihls date in 190S tlie Unlted States

Steel Corporation has undertaken lo

put Itself above tho ordlnary laws of

political economy. In the great boom

Of 1902 to 1905 the. United Statos
Steel Corporation refused to advaifte
the prices of lts products, and thereby
made it posslble for a great deal ol

buildlng to bo undertaken and com-

'-¦ pleted at boom prices. This may have
heen a wise exerclse of moderatlon
From 1907 to this period ot 19CR. ln thi
fare of a vlolently falling market foi

its products, the United Statos Stec

Corporation has with equal consist

ency refused to abate lts prlcos, on th<
argument that as it dld not ralso then

. whon times were good, lt should no

reduco them when timer, wero bad.
From thls situatlon, some fact

' '.«merge wlth perfect clearnes/s; for ex

ample, the contlnued hlgh prlce o

Iron means a contlnued delay ln th
etartlng up of general business. Hot

long thls delay wlll contlnue- and hoi
jnuch lt depends on the tdcel trad

canaot he stated wlth doflnltoness, bu

"it ls clear that tho railroads, who ar

tho largest purchasers of iron anrl stei
-..' ln Amorlca, will not buy ut hlgh prlce

lf they have reasonable hopes that th

'^.working of natural laws will reduc
'the cost of these bupplles, and unt
the railroads go in tho market for larg

^.yuflntiUe* ut iwi e,i»4 sl.e.?! p full ticl

of prospcrity wlll n'ol hn resumed. II
mlght. also be remnrked that Ihe prlcos
of Iron and steel could not ho reduced
wlthout redticlng the cost of labor, nnd
lt ls Just posslble thal n corporation
whlch Is hnllt up and enrlched hy n

RfpuhllcHU protectlve tnrlff ls not
anxious tn go into a presldentlnl elec¬
tion wlth such nn exhibit to lls credit
'as a genernl wage reductlon. Moan-
whilc the country halts waitlng till the
steel trust cnmpletes Its cxperlment of
Rweeplng back tho tlde.for polltical
reasons.

IHE TAFT CANDIRACY, ROOSEVELT
MAKE.

Wlth the eloser advent of June 16,
I90S. there is nothing on the Republl¬
can horlzon worth mentloning but the
candidacy of Wllllnm iloward Tnft.
The "nllles." wlth 'Hughes, Cannon,
Falrbanks nnd Knox to plck from, can
agree on nobody and mako no vlslble
hc-adway. Prlvately, they ncknowledge
thnt tholr flght is hopeless. Taffs
Strength is great, and It Is growing.
Yet. tbat strength ls manufactured
strength, and the Taft boom a hand-
mnde boom.
Dcsplto the rush of delegates for

hlm, Tnft personally ellclts no enthusl¬
asm whatever. Hls clalm upon the
nomlnntlon towers nbove a blg fleld of
slmilar claims and crushes them into
Insignlflcance. Yet lt ls none, of Tnft's
doing. The situation Is a eurlous one.

Thc strength of the Taft candidacy. the
backbono of the boom, ls Theodore
Roosevelt. From the dny whon the
secretary flrst emergod as a dlstinct

posslblllty to the moment when the
"you must take Taft or me" ultlmalum

frlghtened the "Inttjfests" Into llne,
Taft has been mado by Theodore Roose¬

velt. Tho Republlcans, left to them¬
selves, mlght have chosen somebody
else. Tho Presldent hlmself apparently
belleups thls. Good authority attaches
to hlm tho openly expressed oplnlon
that.-if Govornor Hughes, early ln hls

administratlon, had declared hlmself a

Roosovolt man, and had run on; to
Washlngton now and then to consult
the AVhlte House. the Governor mlght
now have the nomination clinched.
Thls means that, so far as tho party

system makes posslble, Mr. Roosevelt
hns not merely named hls successor, but

establiahed hlm. Further, thls exerclso

and demonstratlon of personal power
has boen greeted not wlth indlgnation,
but with general applause. A Caesar

could wish no more.

A STEP TOWARDS TRANSFERS.

The actlon of thc Council Commlttee
on Charter, Ordlnance and Reform ln

inslstlng that the street car companies
glve a transfer good on the next car

passlng point of transfer is ln response
to a pcrfectly just and reasonable de¬
mand from the public. Under tho

present method of transfcrs the pass¬
engers have the right to nominate the
car they wish at tho time they de-
ttinnd a transfer. Thore is no valtd
reason why thls time should not be
extended untll the car actually passoB
polnt of transfer. The argument that
the peoplo should be made to suffer
brcauso Mr. Gould cannot ngree wlth
Mr. Flsher Is uttcrly wlthout. merlt.
The Tlmes-Dlspatch hopes tliat the
Council wlll adopt the report of tha
committee, and will glvo nll passen¬
gers transfers that will be of real use
to them.

Wo wish to Inform esteemed contem¬
poraries that the Richmond man who
was flned $10 for breaking Mr. Maflln's
mlrror positively had not looked Into lt.
The Richmond men's facos are admltted
by all sclontists to be the easlest on
looking-glasses that the world has ever
seen.

One hundred and thirty of Royal
Riclimond's saloons wero legislatctl out
ot exlstenco on Thursday nlght. Still,
Jealous visitors to our clty cannot rea-
sonably complaln even now that lt is
a long walk between drlnks.

Washington dlspatches say that Taft
wants Hughes for a runniiig-mate.
Hughes, turning nn eye on tho last Now
York Governor, who vlce-presldented it,
might well feel that ho could easily do
worse.

Mlss Jean Reid has gono to Paris for
her trousseau. lt ls regrettablc that
better-lnformed frlonds dld not tell Mlss
Reld about Richmond, where the Paris
crentionists flock every year to get
their lnsnlrattons.

Of course, as things stand now, the
ama-lng Richmond ball team cannot
fall to bc interested in the news that
the HlOS pennants are the handsomest
artlcle the milllners have turnea out ln
many years.

A commlttee from the Assoclated New
York Chcfs is expeeted ln Richmond
next weok to study the manners and
customs of the superb early cucumbers
of Old Virginia.
An exchange informs us thnt it costs

$200,000 to ralse an Amerlcan society
girl. ¦' So far as we are awnre, Europe
has never complalned that lt wnsn'.t
worth tho money.

Leading German lnvestlgators now
seem incllned to maintaln that the sky
got Its color idoas froni the orbs of tlm
little Mar-eyed blondes of Royal Rlcli¬
mond.

As far as that tfoes, we may __-r sne
Roger C, Sulllvan develop Into xhe
Senator For.kor of the Bryan adminis¬
tratlon.

At tho hour of golng to press. 'Is
'Ighnoss do Sagim nad npt yet asked
Count Castellano elther to bestinan
for hlm or to give tho bride away.

.lolin Sharp Willlams's son ls going
to Bohool ln Texas. Otherwise, wo un-

dcratand, Sharp, Junlor, ls a nice littlo
fellow.

God may huve made Congress, as the
Pennsylvanla mnn lnsisted, but nfter
thal It would appoar lle turned away
tr, other matters.

"It Is not always May," says the
Washlngton Horiilrt, ncctirately enough.
Al tlm beglnnlng, ana at the end, It is
usually, uay, -Mlss Smith,

Thanks to Mr. Bryan, the Democratic
pany hus a perfeotly magnlilceul stock
of potentlal Vlce-Presldejita waitlng on
the strlng.

-1-
How many times this summer hhall

wo seo u Cabot Lndgc portralt in u
cainpai-it buUoii'hole'i* -

Rhymes for To-Day
nAISULI.ni5AIJ OR AIitVKf

MY tnnsters, Is Ralsull dend.
As mniiy piipers we hnve rend
Qulto recent gnve ndvlsement?

Or ls he, rntlior, 'Ilve nnd well
And drnpplng In on frlenda to tell
Thls orftcklng advertlsement?

Kor Rttifey, though he's more than 8,
Ir, by hls tiHter, full ot trlcks.
Much wlle hls brain doth blossom:

So whon ho told tlio press hc'd dled,
It's barely posslble he lled,
And i\as Just placlng 'possum,

We cannot tell, hut nll cnn seo

Thnt 'Ilve nr dend a mnn must be.
Ifc cnnnot well lie nelther;

And If frlend 'Snll ls not here,
No doubt he's sprouted wlngs, my dear,
And tloats abovo tho othor.

But, stay! Mnyhap he ls not there! '

Thoso ninnriloned glorles ln Iho nlr.
Could he. thlnk you. enhance 'em?

Or would ho not act rather mean

And try to selzc, say, Augustlne,
Or hold St, Paul for ransom?

II. S. H.

MEHEI.Y JOKINO.

llevon il Hlm.
"I hnve Just been readlng a story by

"And'what do you thlnk of It. Sonator?"
"Oh, he's too smart for mo. I knew

from tho languago that ho had a jokor
coneenlcd, liut I coiildn't fetret lt out, ex-

ptrlencod as I am.".Pittsburg Post.

Not In Jersej".
Knlclter: "Do you think dogs should be

muzzlcd?"
Booker: "If you proposed to muzzie

mosqultoes there woulil he sentlmentallsts
to oppose it.".New York Sun.

The Prude.
Aprudlsh Mlchignndor,

So rumor says, la wont
To speak of "brave Leander,
Who awam the H.ides-pont."

.Phlladelphla Press.

nisuppnlnllng Obsequlos.
"I suppose, Pat, slnco your late om-

ployer was a mllllonnlre ha had a Brand
funeral."

"Falth. an' ho dld not. Ho had only
«.vnn hearso, llke the rlst of us.".Brook¬
lyn Llfo.

Not Thnt Klnd.
Sho: "Is my hat on strntght?"
He (looklng): "Vcs."
"Then It Isn't rlght. Why didn't you

tell mo about lt7".Boston Trnnscrlpt.

Coiildn't Compdte Wlth That Muslc.
Tlie Robln: "Why, It's very sudden.

What dld he dlo of?"
Tho Jay: "Of Jonlousy nnd despondency.

llo was over "by tho new steel brldge on
Monday nnd heard a pneumatic rlveter nt
work.".F'uck.

a

LISTEN TO THK PAHAGRAPHER.S.

TIIE folkethlng of Denmark has passed
n franchlse blll liestowlng suffragn on
taxpnylng fomales tw.enty-flve years

c.lil nnd over. Thls Is not very apt to swell
tho Danlsh electorate much, unless the wo¬
men there aro illfTerem from thoso of
America..Houston Post.

Antlclpatlng tho ndvent of "the lusclons,
glorlous, Juicy, sacchnrlne Georgla water-
melon" la a rather unsatlsfaotory method
of sluklng a wcll-sensoned thirst nnd It
won't cure. snnke-blte..Nashvllle Ameri¬
can.

A Texas man has a front yard «00 acres
In extent. Thlnk of that, you city growl-
ers. who fuss aU over the plaeo because of
your llttle two by four patch of grass that
needs trimming occnslonally durlng tho
spring and summer..Washlngton llerald.

. * .

Dean Swlft advocated "reformed spell-
Ing" in 1711. W. J. Hryan advocated cor-
neiate reform in 1896. The Virginia Leg¬
islature passed an act ln 1S27 rellevlng
Wllliam Lynch from all taxes because he
v.ns tlio father of thlrty-four legltlmrtte
ohildreil. Strlppcd of theso ldeas what hns
Roosevelt left?.Columbla State.

It Is all very well to speak of merry
wldowers, but a perusal of the life of
Henry vui. glves ono but n poor oplnlon
ot the rest..Xew York Mall.

Prof. Koch Is a very wlso man, hut ho
lias hls llmltatlons. as was shown when he
went to Chlcago to rest..Detrolt NeWB.

ll any of our blooming Texas brldes Ond
that tlieir husband* are against Senator
Bailey, we hope they wlll feed the rascals
on brlrle-raade blscults and Invlte tlieir
mothers to come nnd spend a ycar..Hous¬
ton Post. '

PERSONAL AJJD GENERAL.

Deposits In the postal savlngs bjnks of
Japan now exceed $15,000,000.
John Burns ls snld to have the best

v. oi king llbrary ot any membor of the Eng¬
lish liouse of Parllament.
Manchurla already receives 1.000 cable

messages a day from Japan. The doub-
lmg of the cubles Is prohablc.

Inlc for rubber stamps is made of anlllne
dye mixed wlth glycerlne. Tho dyes can
bo obtained at druggtsts' shops.

lt Is stated in the nowspailois at Llsbon
thnt after taklng tlie oath of offlce before
tlie Cortea on May 6th, King Manuel wlll
make a tour of the provinees.

Mrs. Adolph Ladenburg, of New York,
H In excellent health at Home, notwlth-
Btar.dlng, reports lhat have been publlshcd
iu foreign papers to the eontrary.
Each of the Swiss crematorlea has v.

place for storlng uius eontalnlng the ashe*
nf .Inclnerated bodle3, whero fo- a nominai
sum thoy may ho left for an indeflnlte
tlme.
The expenses of the Pan-American Con¬

gress. whlch Is to be. held the comlng sum¬
mer ln London, are estlmated ut about
J.SO.OfiO. nearly all of which wlll be raised
by the sale of tickets for tho varlous meet¬
lngs.
Copenhagen'* zoologlcal gardens havo re--

eetitly Requlred two expenslvo apes. and tu
keep thom ln good splrlts a small boy,
whose sole duty ls to play wlth them and
keep them amused, has been placed In th>
cagc.

Prof. Thaddeus S. C. Lowe, of Pasadena.
Cal., who recently erlebrated hls seventy-
Hft.h birthday, wa* the Invcntor of Ihe
coir.prossed-lce machine. and In 1S65 madit
the first artiflclal Ice ever produced ln this
country.

President Roosovelt hns heen presentej".
a mugnineent Tuikish rug, Ihe glft of thi
Sultan or Turkey, by the Turklsli mlc-
Ister Mehmed AU Bey. The presentatlon
took place at tho Whlte Ilouse. The tut,
which ls said to be ot an excluslve deslgn.
ls the product qf the Sultan's privato fac¬
tory, located near Constuntlnople.
A special train oarrying Governor Shel-

don nnd his siaff, together wlth a party o>'
200 citizens ot Nebraska. left Llncoln fo-
llie Paclflo Coast, where they will he pres-
ent and offlclato at the presenlation exer-
cIbor when Iho sllver servlce, whloh UaJ
been glven by the State nf Nebraska tu
the battleshlp Nebraska, Is formally pre¬
sented fo the shlp.

Tlie Slaughter of the Trees.
Last year we cut nearly forty bilUon.

(in.ooo.oOO.OOOj feet of lumber, board
measure. lt may be Interesting to
know in what. proportions the diffar-
ent .States furnlshed thls supply. ln
relatlvo order a partial list is as fol-
ldws: Washlngton, Loulslana, Wiscon-
sln. Mlchlgan, Mlsslsslppl, ArkansaB,
Minnesota. Texas, Pennsylvanla, Ore-
Kon, Callfornla, North Carollua.and so
down. To-day Washlngton furnlshes
11.5 por cent. of our lumber and Loul¬
slana 7.1 per cent. Tho highest esti-
miite of our remalnlng hardwoocl ls100,000,000,000 feet. For lumber, ties,
posts. mantlfaotures, fuel, etc, wo use
25,000,000,000 feot per annum or more.At thHt rnte lt wlll tako us slxteen
years tn use up nll the rest of ourhiirdwood-lf wo do not burn lt, andif tho demand remalns tho name! aPleasant prospoct, is It not?.-Kvery-bac)y s.

Tlie Glnsa Siinkc.
To tlio reptllo houso have como hai:

a diizrn Kngllsh slowworms. Thla litlie snake whloh country peoplo tol
you has tho pocullar property of break
lng itself into blts, each pleco nfter-ward survlvlng.
Tho truth dlffors sllghtly from thtlogoiul. The slowworm ls a tlmli

cronture, end whon lirst captltrettlghtens all lts muscles, thus reduciniitself tn n reniarltably vigld stato, Ir
which cniidltlon ll wlll. no doubt, snatliko a dry iwig, but needless to say
only tha upper and rital portions uur-
vlvo tlio oriloal..-RocUoster HouiH

....

STATE PRESS
Better Thnn tho Best.
We sen Ihnl Mr, Brynn Is gln<l tliat thn

constructlon ot four ships by Uils country
wns denied by Congress, The nrgument
presented ngainst btilltllng n navy by thls
country Is a good one, anrl cnn he sustaln¬
ed h.v much. show ot reason. But the nr-

siiiiietit ln favor of n navy nt nll nnd not
a good one, ls poor indeed. TJnt ll tlie
r.nvles nre reduced by mutmtl ro-nperntlnn
Of nll tlie countrles ln Ilie world, wo should
ro In for a blgger nnrl n better ono thnn
eny ot tlio other natlons..Warrenton Vli-
glhlan,
.Jtnlged hy lils Cntnpnn.v.

C'dnnsctlclit Domonnts would net indorse.
Mr. Bryan's«candldncy, bul they put hlm
lo mighty good compnny when they assn-
dated hls namo wltli thoso of Jefferson
nnd cleveland. Wn fancy li would be dlf-
OmiIi for the Conncctlctit Democrats to ex-
plnln why hls canrlldacy should not be In-
di.tsed If hls namo deserves thus to bs
hotioretl..Petersburg Imlcx-Appcnl.
A Ml.-liire.

It ls snld thnt so sure ls Mr. Brynn of
recclvlrig the iiomlmillnn thnt hn ls groom-
Ing Senator Pettlgrow. of South Dakntn,
n«f only for natlonal chalrman, hut'ln thu
event nf hls election he wlll he glven a
Cnblnot positlon. Thls ls noi settlng well
wlth Southern Democrats. Mr. Pettlgrew
H n Popiillst-Ropublk-nn. havlng klcked out
of tlie latter party twelve yenrs ngo on tho
fieo sllver question_South Hlll Enterprlse.
-'rescrlblng Wlne Supper.

Prohibltlon dld not prohiblt tho cham¬
pagne supper nt Ashoville, N. C, nnd the
doctor who preacrlbetl tho wlne dld It, ho
ttstined, on account of "the athletlc work"
that the glvor of tho supper was doing,Como to thlnk ot It, thero Is more or less
athletlc work eonneeted with a society sup¬per..Xorfolk Ledgci-DlspatCh.
Cnrry on Ihe Pollcy.

Secretary Taft wlth nngry cinplinsls has
¦enounced the stntement that certain Cnbanccnlracts wero awarded to \V. .1. Ollver lnordor to secure the lntter's polltical sup¬port, as "a lle." ls tbe perpetuatlon nf

,, .-*»¦}».>'«¦ Club one of the "Roosevelt
policies thut the husky secretary proposesto cnrry out, too?.Lynchburg Nows.

Use of Spolls.
Thn Republlcans have agreed thnt thenext census shall cost $11,000,000, whlch ls,nt lonat, double whnt It should cost. What

.,"... ,'"?'".- of b'rnberlng up tho consuswnn a lot of answers to questions that nruseless?.Southampton Democrat.
Small Dlvldcnds.
.i.Mr* ,Brj'Iln 'nslsts thnt he ihould not( beclnssed ns a plutocrat. He wlll hardly niitno blll n; long as ho stlcks to belng afnrmcr nnd an edltor.Harrlsonburg News.
Ca*C Out tlie Benm.
wm Cr1-.Hy T, H* .Taft prec1lcls thn* B">'an?, "_Iead "*¦« "so-called Democracy."I.'-mocracy may be "so-called," but what-Tl&P*£rC& »«».»WICa"(,,B °C ."

A HIGH-SA_ARIED EXPERT.
How mn Pny Comunres Wlth Tlint of.Men ln _nR|. plnces.
r.Iuc1.*. >n,b,lc Interest ls mnnlfestedrrom time to time in the pecunlarv
the consultlng mining engineer. whoias long been supposed to recelve tl-.oIaigcst salary in tlie world.Ihe present yeaiiy salary of tliechlef consulting engineer of the Gug-genhelms has several times heen re-po,l.'led*,.on sootl authority, to be $50u-000 Many men In theso days mavmake moro than that in a vear througlilucky Investments. darlng specillatlons,and the deft manipulatlon of capltal.But Mr. Hamrriond is pald that muchfor hls -ervlces. Hla income from
investment*- ls sald to be much larger,but that is another matter.
Thls ls an era of big salarlea when

tho chlef executlve offlcer of a hanklng
system or a rallroad may recelve $100,-
000 annually for his services. But n.
man whose servlces can command
nearly $10,000 weekly ls unique. It 's
worth while to comparo his wages
with the $50,000 plttance of the Presi¬
dont of the Unlted States, not to men*
tlon tlm S1-.000 of the Chlef Justice
of tho Supreme Court.
Only three of our State Governors

recelve $10,000 a year. and one (the
Govornor of Vermont) ls satlsfled
with $1,300. England pays Its lord
high chancellor $,"0,000 a year. while
tho Archblshop of Canterbury keeps
up a falr show on $75,000, and the lord
lieutenant of Ireland gets a full $100,-
000. with less abuse than the chlef
secretary. The Viceroy of Indla gets
20.8.13 rupoiis a month, 15 rupecs cqual-
Inpr about .$5.

Jf Mr. T-Iammond Is not qulte the
foremost mnn in the world, he ls sure-
ly the foremost mining engineer, and
many capable observers believe that
the englneers as a class wlll exerclse
a large 'nfluonco ln governmental af¬
fairs ln tlie future..New York Times.

Source of Good Government.
To such an extent ts the feellng

growing that cities and towns cannot
be trusted, that lt behooves those ol
us wlio live ln the smaller cities nnd
towns to demonstrate the contrary.
Thc worst of tho present situation is
the fact that, although we do not
llke to so admlt when away from
liome, thero is an awful lot of low
grade town and clty government.
Transferrlng our troubles to tno
Stato would not, though. help thls con¬
dition. In some respects thoro mlght
be manlfest local betterment, but it
would ho at the expense of greater
State extravagance. The wrlter ot thls
urticlo is becomlng more anrl more
convlnced that there ls need of so im¬
provlng town and city governments as
to make them models for the State It¬
self. He believes that reforms must
work froni the lesser to the greater
corporate municipal and State organ¬
lzatlons.

In a number of respects the State
should exerclse a restralnt of and au¬
thority over the cities and towns. It
should do this to tlio extent'of provid¬
lng certain essentlal governmental
machinery. II should have a say-so
respecting every mutter that ls inter-
town or Intercounty, such as our
schools, our hlghways, our sanltary
nnd health matters, certain kinds ot
public morals and any othor matters
that offect the interests of adjolnlng
and more remoto terrltory. But lt
should not only keep Its hands oft
in some respects whero effort ls be¬
lng *r>nd« to indnce It to lav them
on, but it should tako them off In
many respects; where It now meddles_
Great Barrlngton Courler.

Dlsclpllne.
The San Franclsco Chronicle thinkr

Ihnt lack of diseiVllne i.s Ihe greateslovll of Amerlcan life nnd character
nnd It makes a pretty good case. From
a mlstaken or degonerate' notlon whiclidoes not enforce obedlence and dls¬
clpllne, it holds. sprlngs our natlonal
lack lhat ends in lawlessness and tlie
many evlls whlch we exempllfy to an
alarming degree ln sonie dlrectlons. Itcontlnues;
Tho curse of Amerlca Is lls lack ot

dlsclpllne. ln the famlly,/ the school
anci the oolloge youngsters grow up todo as they please. Thoro is a mawklsli
sentiment whlch is evidence of degen-orncy and wbh-h prevent- the olrl-
tasiiioneil. wholesome enforcoment 01authority among chlldren and youth.11 ls not R:ood for society and hot goodfor the indivldiials. In every famlfyand In overy school lt ls desirable tohnvo some stringent. regulatlons, ltESLiY? (?tllo>" 'eason tha>- having themcompiled with, The best foundationfoi character ls tho hablt of submls-
?l.*?.lLtl.,n.thorltv' ,in<* the-time to ac-

,
that habit lo in childhood andyouth,-- Indlanapolls News.

nr'er Wlllln.« nn Drnm I.nvni.
"Ois yor what dey calls de 'antl-'Jttg blll,"' sald Brother Williams. "Doit mean .lat uo mo' jugs kln come ln deStato whar prohibltlon nt?".That's tho Intentlon of it."
By do ex-press?"
"You'vo said 11."
Tho old- man seemed thoughtful.Then, as ho .walked away, he mut*

teret);
"Ter thlnk er havin' ter meet a Jug

over <le siuto llno, an' walk home wld
It, ln de dark, or mebbe rain, at my
tlmo or llfo, wld ono wlfe. six ohilluna
an' do rhoumatlsm. an' all on aoQount
or a fool Cc.iigross what llkes ita drnm
betler'n what T does, an' glts lt, too,
rlght al de place whar it's talkln' at".
AllunUt CyiiBtlUUlon.

Hohesplerre's Orn<lon*.
Edltor nf The Tlmes-Dlspntch:Sli'..-I heg to suKgost that. Bohes-plerre s tirntlons be sdded to niehmond
t,£" h'c,ll)01 b"°l< H«t. II would he
d flloiilt to namo tho greatpst mnn of
hlstory, hut It Is certaln that notmnnynf tho grsnt men of hlstory mny tako
nink iihoviv the Immorttil heru of tlie
I'terioh ilovolutlon. Only nn Intense
piitrlotlsin cotHel hnvo Induced a man
of evon iiobcsplorre's Invlnclblo cottr-
nge. Immenso nblllty and IncorrtiptlhleIntegrity lo asplro to, to achleve nnd
lo hold untll death on the scoffold <lie
porlloun position of autocrat of Frnnco
In those llmes whlch trled mon's Souls,
Towards the close of hls lllustrlous

enreor he reall/.ed the terrlflc danger"f romalnlng at. hls post of duty; but,Mko another Casahlancn, he calnilyfncod thn Inevltable.
Tho siiddcst. scene of nll ln the siib-

llme drtima of tho Fronch rtevolutlon ls
lhat of tho grent pntrlot standlng on
tho scaltold nurroutided by n, bowllng
mob. typlcal of tho treatment hn wns
to rocelve froni future gcneratlons.Thero Is nothing half so bltter lu llfo
ns to bo mlnundcrstood nnd not duly
approclated. Had RobOHplorre heen
permittod to relgn a fow months Iong¬
er ho would, by tho qtllot exerclse ot
power, havo subducd tho tnrbulcnt ele-
tnents, establlshed nn entlurlng repiib¬
llc and sa^ed Franco froni tho dovas-
tntlng wars of Napoleon.
An Impartlal llfe iff Robcsplerro

should be In every home, ns a corrcct
knowledge of hls great nchlcvoments
In tho faco of such difftcultlcs and
dangers as ho confronted must ever
be exaltlng and stlmulatlng to youth,
keeplng thom In the path of rectltude
and maklng them attentlvo to business,
devoted to country and asslduous ln
study.
While thero mny bo a dlverslty of

oplnlon as to Robcsplcrre's .character
and patrlotlsm. there Is practlcally a
tinanlmlty of oplnlon ns to hls orn-
tlons, whlch ls that they have nevor
been surpassed. Rendln'x these ora-
tlons, we are transported wlth de¬
llght by, or at, thelr cxriulslto senti¬
ments nnd wonderful eloquencc.
Reallzlng that these oratlons alono

are proof positive of the suporlorlty
of the Cnucnsiun rnce.

"Our hearts In glad surprlse,
To higher levols rlse."

Therefore, I trust that the Rlchmond
School Board wlll act upon mysug-
gestion and thus confer a Insttng ob-
llgatlon upon the pupils of the Rlch'
mond Hlgh School, nnd through them
upon our beloved country.

E. T. OORDON.
Rlchmond, Va., Mny 1, 1908.

-: %

Clty Audltorium.
Edltor of The Tlmos-Dispatch:
Slr,.Recently I had the pleasure

of attending the great meetlng at
Chattnnooga, Tenn., In Interest of tho
Layman's Mlsslonary Movement ot the
.Southern Methodlst Church.
When seated In the splendld audlto¬

rium owned by the clty, looklng over
the mugnltlcent audience of more than
5,000 people, the thought occurred to
me, "Why have we not such a bulld-
ItiK ln Rlchmond?" and more than ever
wns I impressed wlth our need ln that
dlrectlon.
There is no clty in the Union sn

rlch in historical associations as Rlch¬
mond, wlth more dellghtful climate,
easler of uecess, or more hospltable
people, anrl with llttle effort it could be
mado n convention clty of natlonal
reputatlon. Conventlons advertlse a
community, leave lots of cash well
dlstributed, antl ofton result ln new
customer.s to merchants and manu¬
facturers.
Before we can bld for large con¬

ventlons, which are becohilnj? more
numerous, or become a convention clty,
we must provide a sultable meeting
place. The clty cun make no better
Investment than to bulld an audlto¬
rium wlth up-to-date facilltles. to
whlcli we may refer wlth prlde.

If the City Council does not take
this matter up voluntarily, the Cham¬
ber of Commerce should do so at once,
and urge on tlie Councll speedy actlon,
thut at an early date Rlchmond may
have a splendld audltorium, centrally
located, and wlth ample facilltles for
large or small conventlons. Such an
audltorium would bo the clty's most
valuable asset. Yours truly,

I, T. CHRISTIAN*.
Rlchmond, Va., Jlay 1, 1908.

Uuttous ns C'lucs to Crlnion.
In tho Black Museum at New Scot-

la"nd Yard ls a fragment of a button
found on the window slll of a houte
which had beon entered by burglars.
It was the oniy clue the police had to
work on» but in the hands of a keen-
eyed young constable it led to the
arrest of lts owner, whom the con¬
stable met casually ln the street wear-
ing tUe very walstcoat, wlth its broken
button of whlch tho fragment had
formed a parL
The murderer of Mr. Delarue ln Bel-

sjze Lane, Hampstead, somo years ago
was brought to the gallows through
the Instrumentality of a mncklntosh
button found near the body of his
vlctim..Westminster Gazotte.

The Modern Fcmtulnc.
Kitty (lighting her clgarette).
Don't you smoke, Clalre?"
Clalro."No."
Kltty."Well, you are behind tho

times."
Clalre."Oh, I don't know. I've learn¬

ed to swear and bet and drlnk liigh-
balls, and I've got a safety razor."-
Lippincott's.

The Star-Gazer
It's about Sherburne

Wesley Burnham, who lives
in Chicago, and who dis-
covers stars from a "cheese-
box" in his back yard. Mr.
Burnham has been a law
clerk by day and an astron-
omer by night, taking sleep
in home.opathic doses.
While others invented star-
hams he discovered star-
clusters. We dislike to call
a history "helpful," so we
call this one inspiring.

In the same issue of
The Saturday Evening
POST, Hitting the Loan
Shark, by James H. Collins;
Trying to Live in New
York, by Will Payne.
THE POST is now on sale.

At the Newvstands, 5 cents.
$1.50 the ye»r by msll.

Thk Curtis Publishing Companv
FHIIAPEU'HIA

Our Boy* Are Everywhere
Copies will be delivered to any

address by
B. ROY DUDLEY, Jr.,

1009 E. Cary St., Richmond.
m____,0aapmaiammuuusaimmwi

To the womanwho bakes, J jRoyal is the greatest of IJtime and labor savers.' ^
Makes home baking easy,'
a pleasure and a profit1

BakingPowder
The only Baking Powder made
from RoyalGrapeCream of Tartar

With minimum trouble and cost bis¬
cuit, cake and pastry are made fresh,
clean and greatly superior to the ready-
made, dry, found-in-the-shop variety.

SBB
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RELIGIONS IN JAPAN
bv rnEDEnic J. haskin.

Tokyo.
The natlonal renglon tn Japan Is the

worshlp of the dlvlne Emperor and hls
delflcd ancestors. Thls religlon ls the
corner stone of the Japanese natlonal
structure, albclt thc cult may not be
recognized as u religlon, and althoughthere Is porfect llberty of rellglous be¬
llef. Shinto. the Way ot the Gods, la
the only purely Japanese roliglon, and
lt Is a neoullarly Japanese notlon tliat
Shinto does not wlslt to be rcgarded
as a religlon. When Japan adopted
the cthicH of CnnfucliiH aud the religlon
of Buddlia, both of wliich camo from
China by way of Ivorca. It revlsed botn
codea to fit its own needs. Buddhism
could not thrlve ln .lapan untll lt
recognized the ancestor worshlp anu
llio million deitlea of Shinto, whlch It
dld by the simple process ot consider¬
ing each one of these deitlea an ltietir-
natlon of Buddha. Now the Chrlstian
religlon ls vgalnlng ground and the
whole country is being east along tne
llnes of Chrlstian nations.
Shinto, the central and vital p.-i;i-

clple of whlch is thc worshlp of tlie
Emperor, \ias inude the establlshed re¬
liglon lu order to flx the minds of the
people upon the Mlkado and restore
hlm to tho supreme power which had
been uaurped by tlie Shoguns. Thi-n.
when thal purpose wa.s uccompllshed.
Shinto was disestabllshed and rellglous
freedom was granted. Then thc gov¬
ernment required all "rellglous" to be
reglstered. It was tlien that hninto
asserted Itself ln the pecullar Japa¬
nese fashion. Its leaders came lor-
ward and declared that .Shinto wes
not a religlon, but a cult. and could
not be classed wlth dognlatic religlon-.

lt is the Japanesc ldea tliat Stllnto,
being not a religlon, Ih entlrely accep-
tabh; to any other religlon. There¬
fore. aeeording to the japanese gov¬
ernmental ldea, a Chrlstian or a Hudd-
hlst or a Moliammcdan may also accept
the cult of Shinto wlthout Inconslsten-
cy. The reason for this ls as plain
as the nose on a man's face.if tiie
Japanese people accept Chrlstlanlty anadesert Shinto they wlll no longer be¬
lieve in the divinity of the Emperor.When that bellef Is unsettled in tne
minds of tlie Japanese masses tlie pres¬
ent hold of the rullng ollgarchy maybe loosened, perhaps overthrown,
The scoffer must remember tliat it

Is only yesterday that all Europe was
ruled by klngs who clalmed the "dl¬
vlne rlght," and that two European
monarchs of to-day make the same
claim for thelr authority. The Japan¬
ese masses have belleved In the uj-
vlnlty of thelr Emporors since a time
when Chrlst was only a prophecy ana
a hope, slx centurles before ne appear¬
ed in Bothlehcm. Buddhism came to
Japan and findlng Shinto unconquer-
able. but hospltable. permltted Its vo-
tarles to rollow both religions. The
Japanese mlnd. therefore. cannot un¬
derstand the Intolerance of the Chrls¬
tians, whose God i.s a Jealous God and
wlll have no othor gods beforo Hlm.
But when the Japanese rulers found

that thls Intolerance of other rellg¬lous was Inseparable from Chrlstlan¬
lty, and as they had to keep frlendly
wlth the Chrlstian world, they thought
to ovorcome the Chrlstian objectlons
by declarlng that the Christlans need
not be. alarmed. Shinto ls not a re¬
liglon, only a cult. As Shinto is based
on ancestor worshlp. whlch still forms
the greater part of its activlty, it is
not at all uncommon for a Japanese
to defend lt as entlrely uompatibiewlth the Chrlstian religlon.
A Japanese Presbyterlan, when asked

about Shinto, declared that it was un-
tlilnkable that Intelllsenl men should
regard Shinto as a religlon. "lt is
nifff |y an amplification of the biblical
comrnaridment to honor thy father and
thy mother," he sald, "and Its unces-
tral tablets are no more idols Ili.lit
aTe tombstones In Chrlstian church-
yards. The lmages whicli you call
'gods' are no more than statucs Ct
saints or stained glass window repre-sentatlons of. biblical scenes." But
this explanation does not do away wlth
tho fact that in whatever way tihinto
may bo manifested. the lue*-glvlfigprinciple of tha cult is the recognltlonof the divinity of the Emperor.
After tho conclusion of the war wlth

Russla the Ulmperor went to the Great
Shrine of Ise, most sacred of the C50.-
000 Shinto shrlnes nf Japan. and there
personally conducted the solomn cere-
monieH accordin<* to the Shinto rlte,
proclalmlng to the gods, hls ancestors,
tlie story of the victory over Russla.
This ceremony was performed at a time
when natlonal feeling was running at
its highest, and its direct result wus
a great revlval of Shinto activlty, There
can be no doubt that the Japanese
rulers- lntend to pei'potuate Shinto, antl
to permlt no other religlon to make
much headwny unless it accepts Shinto
and Incorporates It wlthln ltselt.
"Surely the educated class ln Japan

does not believe tho Emperor is u
god?" the Occldental mlnd wlll query.
Perhaps ;iot. Tlio educated classes ln
Europe mlght not have belleved ln
the dlvlne rlght of klngs, but they
usually kept thelr skeptlclsm to theni-
solves lf they dld not actually ald to
propagato tho fnlth among tho un-
educated. Whon Charles J. of Kngland
stood tor dlvlne rlght ancl Cromwell
for human rlght, wore thero not many
educated men on tha sido of CharlesV

"Shinto. tho Way of the Gods," say*;
au omlnent Japanoso statesman w.hc
ls of tho .falth, "Is not regarded as
a roliglon, but if lt bo a roliglon 11
ls certainly of a nnlquo klnd. It ha*
no founder, nor has It any dogmas, in
tho ordinary sense of a religlon. Ii
has grown up wlth the customs ant]
tradltlons ana gonoral churaotorlstlce
of tho natlon. It recognt-os tho im-
inortallty of the soul; It acknowledgef
the existence of supomatural powor; ll
reverencos tha ancostrnl splrlts, anc
thoi.foro 11 may bu called n roliglot
of uucestor worshlp. It. unno.orn'i Itself
huwovei*. wltli t-ll_"ji'«4 wutMU's ilai

more than wlth spirltual affalrs. rt
haa exlsted In .lapnn froni tlme Imme-
morlal, long buforo the IntroituCtion
of Confuclanlsm and Buddhlsm. From
an ethlcal polnt of vlew It has more
teaching :n it thnn Buddhlsm, but it
Is not so elaborate as Confuclanlsm.
Ncvorthelfris, It hns a tlght grasp on
the Japanese mlnd. lt ls baaed upon
ii patrlarchal form of community. Its
essentlal notlon of ethlcs Is clcanllnciM
of consclence; but the ldea of clenn-
llness is-applled not only mentally hut
physlcally.hence Its tendency to bud-
lly deanllncss as well as other cog-
nate matters. lt speaks of good and
bad. the one an 'black' or 'muddy,' and
the other as 'red' or 'clear.' It rever-
ences the ruler from the very na¬
ture of Its cult, and a magniflcent
Ideal of a subject und a cltlzen Is de¬
veloped from these simple nottons."
Thus ipeakR Baron Suematsu, ar.d

In lils last sentence he sounds the key-
note of the reason for the llfe of Shln-
to. It ls a political and a natlnual
religlon. md tlie natlon fears that wllh
the death of Shlnto Japan Itself would
explro. The L'50.000 ijliinto shrine* are
divided into twelve classes, from the
Oreat Shrine of I#e down to tbe
"shrlnes wlth no fixed parish to guard
over." Many of thcse are the «hrlnes
Of family deities and about them stlll
revolvea the compllcated machinery of
the Japanese "famlly." Others arn
erected to the memory of mythlcal
deities antl heroes, and others to the
piitrluts of history. The lnst deificn-
tton of no'.o was that of Prlnce Kita-
shlrakawu, who dled of dlsease ln l-'m-
inosa in 1SD5, while leading an army
sent to subjligate rebels. A shrine of
hlgh oftlcial rank was erected to hlm
and he ls now dolfled as the god of
Kormosa.
The Shinioists are divided Intu

twelve prlnclpal Bects and a number
of smaller subsects, dlstl.-.gulshed by
tholr devotlon to some partlcular god,
although tr.ey accept all other gods.
one worshlps Mt. Fuji, whlcb it b<-
lloves to be "tlie soul of the globe";
another avowedly places the Imperlal
fnmllv first and greatost among the
gods; another upholds personal ancos-
lor worshlp as or flrst Importance,
and so on.
Buddhlsm In Japan clalms the larger

part of the people as its followers, yet
well Informed Japanese say tho ro¬
llglon ls stagnated and has utterly
failed to keep up with the rapld pro¬
gress of thought in tho last forty
vears. True, it has establlshed tlieo-
ioglcal semlnaries and colleges found¬
ed on models of Western organization.
and has even attempted a reform In
Its scandalous priesthood. But on tho
whole It is losing power and iniluence
ln affalrs, while perhaps stlll holdlng
the masses of the people. Tlie great
temple of Kwannon. in Asakusa Park
ln Tokyo. is in the centre of a Coney
Island amusement park, but the thou¬
sands who come to be amused also
stop ln the temple, east a coln into
the great box and clap their hands
as they bow ln prayer.
Japanese Buddhlsm ls divided Into

twelve sects and forty-nlne subsects.
Tho youngest of the recognlzed sects
was establlshed in 1275. But the many
changes of tho past few j;ears hnve
caused the formatlon of two or three
new sects whlch are not recognlzed
as true Buddhlsts. These aro a mlx¬
ture of Shlnto, Buddhlsm, orthodox
Chrlstlanity and Christian Sclence, and
have made grent headway among the
poorer classes of the poople.
The lower classes of Japan are for

the most part devout rellglonists, and
every requirement of Shlntoism, Budd¬
hlsm and the thousand and one super-
stitlons growing out of them, is fulfill-
ed to the letter. That the upper classes
are athelstlc Is denled. that they are
agnostic ls qulte probable. Tbe leadora
of nations ln times of transitlon aro
often prone to rellgious skeptlclsm, tis
for instance, Franklln, Jefferson and
Palne in America. and the leaders ol
the Freneh Revolutlon soon after. But
In Japan tlie leaders. no matter lf they
themselves aro atheists, are determlned
to keep the people ttrm ln the falth
of Shinto and the dlvlnlty of tho Em¬
peror.
(Copyrlght, 1P0S, by Frederic J. Has¬

kin.)

To-morrow.Qhristianity In Japan.

FOR TORPID LIVER.
A torpld llver dcranges the wholo
system, and produces

SICK HEADACHE,_..
Dyspepsia, Costiveness, Rheu¬
matism, Sallow Skin and Piles.

There Is no better remedy for thcse
common dlseases than DR. TUTT'S
LIVER PILLS, as a trlnl wlll prove.

Take No Substitute.

LONG DISTANCE PHONE 481

R.L Barnes Safe & Lock Co.
Mnnufaotiirtm of lligh-druile Standard

Safes nnd VnillU.
Factories Nns. 1 and 2 Trlgg Shlp Yardj.

Ortlcej and Show Rooms,
11-13-15 Nortii Fourteenth Street.

Itichmond, Va.

LUMBER
Sash, Bllnd*, Doort, Mouldtnes,

I.urga Stock. I.ow 1'rlces.
WOOPWARD & SON. Richmond. Va.


